[Acute hepatitis B in anti-HCV-positive patients].
Seventy-six anti-HCV-positive patients with acute hepatitis B were observed. HBsAg, anti-HBc IgM, and anti-HCV were detected in the sera of all patients. During the acute phase of illness, HBV DNA was present in the sera of 90.8% patients, but not HCV RNA. The clinical picture of acute hepatitis B in anti-HCV-positive patients corresponded to HBV monoinfection with prolonged intoxication and a more benign biochemical course. Out of 10 patients observed during 2 years chronic mixed HBV/HCV hepatitis was diagnosed in 1 patient, in 8 patients only HCV infection was diagnosed, and in 6 cases HCV RNA was detected. Virus interference may be responsible for successive alternative dominant replication of HBV and HCV.